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A special candle

One way to show children that
God is with us every day is to light

a candle
during the
family meal.
Leave it
burning
while evervone
15 eating and
rermind
voungsters that
the flame is a symbol of God's
presence at the table with you.

Religion, front
and cenfer

Treat your children's religious
education classes as the most
important educaton they receive.
Make attendance and homework as
much a priority as “regular” school
Mastering the material they learn
may not gel them inte a good
college, but it will guarantee their
entrance nlo someplace even mote
important.

“Mama’s boy”

Jesus lirst public miracle was
far his-mother. [n John 2:1-10,
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What do our children get out
of going to Sunday Mass?

Il & [riend invited
vour family to
dinner and said
Jesus would be
there, too,
would you
go? Of course
you woutld!
You would do
whalever was
necessary in order
ia be there, You know that vour family
would be greatly biessed just by being
in Jesus' presence.

In fact, each time Mass is
celebrated, Jesus is there in person, but
some Catholic families don’t go every
weekend, [ere is what our children get
by going to Mass every week:

1. Good food. Parents take great
care 1o feed children well so they will
grow strong and healthy, At Sunday
Mass, Jesus gives us a regular diet of
the food we need for our souls to stay
strong and healthy.

Why Do
Catholics
Do That

A deacon is ordained
thraugh the Sacrament of
Holy Orders but 1s different
from a priest or bishop. He is
ardained to assist the
bishop and priests in o
the celebration of the (
divine ministries.
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2. Good
practice.
God
personilly
) told us 1o
keep holy the
Sabbath Day and
Catholics do that
by attending Sunday Mass

Teaching children 1o obey God’s rule:
is great practice for teaching them o
abey ours.

3. Good listening, When we po o
Mass, we hear God's Word in the
readings. We want our children o
listenn more closely 1o what God has 1o
say than Lo whatl anvone else savs 1o
them.

4. Good company, Each of us - ol
and young - is needed by our Catholic
community. “For where twe or three are
gathered together in my name, there am |
i the midst of them” (Matthew 18:20).
Children help others worship God just
by being there.
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What is a deacon?

proclaim the Gospel, preach, and

distribute Holy Communion. They
can also preside over funerals and
bless marriages.

A transitional deacon is ordaine
prior o erdination as a priest. A
permanent deacon doesn’t become
a priest and may be married prios

ton hie medinarios









